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until 0840 when it was closed by orders. The net was not damaged. The sub
marine was first sighted at 0745 by yT-153 near channel buoy No. 17, close to
the coal dock. The time that the submarine passed the net is not known but it is
probable that it passed in very close to 0700."
I request that you please bring this to the attention of the commission as the
testimony which I gave before them was based on information which I then had
hut which now appears to be incorrect.

The CHAIRMAN. I have also a memorandum from Captain Mayfield.
which I will ask the reporter to embody in the notes of today.
I will now read it :

JAN. 2, 1942.
Memorandum for the Commission.
Subject : Long coded message regarding arrangements for display of signals at
Lanikai, Kalama and on island I ' / '^ I of Maul.
Subject message was received from the communication company and delivered
via officer messenger to the office of Commander Rochefort on either December
4th or 5th 1941.
Decoding and translation were completed during night December 10th— llth.
1941.
I received a copy of the translation the forenoon of December llth 1941.
Respectfully,

I. H. MAYFIELD,
Captain V. 8. Naty.

Have the Major bring the first witness in.

TESTIMONY OF ENSIGN NATHAN FREDERICK ASHER, U. S. S.
BLUE, UNITED STATES NAVY

(The oath was administered in due form by the Chairman.)
The CHAIRMAN. Will you give your full name and rank to the
reporter ?
Ensign ASHER. Nathan Frederick Asher, Ensign, United States
Navy.
Admiral STANDLEY. What duty were you performing on the morn
ing of December 7 ?
Ensign ASHER. I was commanding officer, U. S. S. BLUE.
Admiral STANDLEY. U. S. S. BLUE?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, Destroyer 387, sir.
Admiral STANDLEY. Are you a Naval Academy graduate ?
Ensign ASHER. Yes.
Admiral STANDLEY. What class?
Ensign ASHER. 1939, sir.
Admiral STANDLEY. Where was the BLUE when the attack began
on Pearl Harbor on the morning of the 7th?
Ensign ASHER. The BLUE is moored singly at Berth X-Ray 7;
the HELM was alongside the BLUE that morning, but she got under
way about 7 o'clock.
Admiral STANDLEY. Will you tell us what you observed [1128]
happened that morning?
Ensign ASHER. I was seated in the Wardroom with three other
officers from the BLUE when the gangway watch notified me that the
UTAH had been torpedoed by Japanese aircraft. I immediately
dashed out of the Wardroom and ordered to sound the general alarm
and to pass the word to man all battle stations.
I proceeded to the bridge and there I saw a number of Japanese
airplanes diving at ships in Pearl Harbor. I called the engine room
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and told the engineer to light off No. 2 boiler. No. 1 boiler was already
lit off for auxiliary purposes.
I told the control man to notify the control to open fire immediately
on enemy planes. I did not wait for any signal to open fire because
I had heard some machine-gun fire from other ships in the harbor.
We had no ammunition by the guns; all ammunition was in the
magazine. We had approximately 960 rounds of .50 caliber machine-
gun bullets belted at each machine. ,
We opened fire with our machine guns at approximately five minutes
after 8, and about seven minutes after 8 we opened up with our 5-inch
guns, with our main battery, at the Japanese planes diving in 'the
harbor.
The signal was hoisted in our sector to prepare to get under way,
and we had already made our preparation, and upon the execution of
that signal I ordered the chain unshackled and we cut loose our wire
to free ourselves from the buoy in the quickest manner, and we pro
ceeded out of the channel through the north channel out of Pearl
Harbor.
While we were under way we maintained our fire at the Japanese
planes diving at the ships and we saw four planes that I think we shot
down—four planes in the attack.
Before we got under way No. 4 gun crew shot a plane which crashed
near Pearl City. When the crew saw that plane down, [1129~\

they stopped shooting and proceeded to pat each other on the back.
Then the chief gunner's mate went back there, thinking there was a
casualty because he did not hear the firing. Then they went back to
their battle stations and continued fire.
When we got abeam where the UTAH had been torpedoed we
noticed a lot of wood floating in the water. I presume that came from
the topside of the UTAH after she had gone down. We stopped our
engines so we would drift through it without causing any damage to
our hold plating.
When we were abeam of Westlock Channel we saw a series of bombs,
which I first thought was the ammunition dump going up but which
I now believe was just a series of six bombs dropped by planes which
dove at us.
When we neared the entrance of the channel we were attacked by
approximately three or four planes, and we were hit by none.
When we were abeam Weaver Field, I went at 25 knots. There was
a mine sweeper in front of me, and I did not see his paravane and I
ran through his paravane and I believe I cut it in two.
Before we had gotten under way I received a signal over the voice
radio to sortie eastward, and I believe that came from Batdiv 4.
I set the course 120 through and proceeded to a regular assigned sector,
p-.itrol sector 3. When I got to the middle sector, I slowed down to
10 knots and started patrolling, using the echo range.
About 20 minutes after we slowed clown I noticed that we had our
first contact about 1300 yards. I developed the contact and dropped
four depth charges.
Admiral STANDLET. It was a submarine contact?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, a submarine contact. I ran by the spot where
I dropped the depth charges and turned around and picked up what
I thought was the same contact and I didn't know whether it was the
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first contact or another because the second contact was in approxi
mately the same position. I [1130'] dropped two additional
depth charges. I then turned around and observed a large oil slick
on the water, and we observed bubbles coming to the surface along
the length of approximately 200 feet.
At that time everybody on the bridge thought the submarine was
coming to the surface; so I ordered action to the starboard and to
man the batteries ready to open fire if she did surface, but nothing
ever developed from that. So I believe that submarine was sunk.
Then we proceeded patrolling, and in about 30 minutes after that
the ST. LOUIS came steaming out, and we got our third contact, and
that contact was in the vicinity of the ST. LOUIS.
I hoisted the signal emergency unit. I believe it was 2 : 10. I do
not recall the exact number. I headed at flank speed to the spot and
dropped two additional depth charges. I circled around and ob
served an oil slick over that depth charge from that contact. I did
not see any air bubbles rising to the surface as on the second attack.
Then the ST. LOUIS sent us a visual to screen. I took the screen
and we proceeded at a course 180. We were joined by the MONAG-
HAN and the PHILLIPS, and the BLUE took the screen station
to the starboard, and the AIONAGHAN took the screen station to the
port bow of the ST. LOUIS, and the ST. LOUIS sent us a signal.
They had received word that there were enemy ships off Barbers
Point. The ST. LOUIS sent us a signal to proceed to engage the
enemy. We cleared the ship for action—we started to clear the ship
before we got under way from Pearl Harbor. Then we got our tor
pedoes ready for torpedo attack. We had nine torpedoes ready for
attack and we got our smoke devices ready to lay a screen. We headed
for Barbers Point but did not see anything, and we later joined the
rest of the force, which consisted of the ST. LOUIS plus Desron 1,
Desron 6, [1131} the DETROIT, the NEW ORLEANS, and
the PHOENIX.
We joined that force, and the BLUE was directed to take a station
five miles off in place of the DETROIT; so we joined the remainder
of our division. While we were proceeding to join the rest of our
division, the torpedo war head fell on deck and started to roll around.
I was forced to slow down to five knots, and the chief torpedo man
frappled

with the war head and chucked it over the side on my orders
ecause I did not think we had time to lash it securely.
Then we joined the rest of our force and later on formed the dis
position for that night.
The following morning we were directed to screen the ENTER
PRISE with Destroyer Squadron 1 and return to Pearl Harbor Mon
day evening at 9 o'clock.
Admiral STANDLEY. What was the BLUE in for?
Ensign ASHEK. It was in for regular buoy upkeep.
Admiral STANDLEY. Buoy upkeep?
Ensign ASHER. Yes. We had just returned from a week's operation
at sea. We returned on Friday.
Admiral STANDLEY. You did not expect quite to get away before the
end of the week ?
Ensign ASHER. No, sir, we expected to be in port about another
week.
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Admiral STANDLET. Were you the senior officer on board that
morning?
Ensign ASHEH. Yes, sir.
Admiral STANDLET. What other officers are there on board the
ELITE that are senior to you ?
Ensign ASHER. The commanding officer and the executive officer,
the gunnery officer and the engineering officer.
Admiral STANDLET. They were ashore ?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, sir, they were ashore.
Admiral STANDLET. Is that the routine procedure for destroyers to
go in for weekly overhauls ?
[1132] Ensign ASHER. Yes, sir. We have four qualified officers
on the deck in port and we stand one and four. The four are the
gunnery officer, the engineering officer, the communications officer, and
myself.
The communications officer was ashore at the time plus another
reserve engineer.
Admiral STANDLET. Is there a senior officer assigned to the group
under overhaul ?
Ensign ASHER. Normally there is, sir, yes, but the HELM had left
us that morning at approximately 7 o'clock to go to Westlock, and we
were left singly at the ouoy.
Admiral STANDLET. So you were the senior officer present at that
time by the buoy?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, sir.
Admiral STANDLET. How many men of the crew were on board, or
what percentage of the crew were on board that morning ?
Ensign AAHER. I think it was approximately 80%, sir. That is
about 135 men.
Admiral STANDLET. Did they have liberty the previous evening?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, sir.
Admiral STANDLET. When did that liberty expire?
Ensign ASHER. Well, for the chief and the first-class petty officers
it did not expire until 7 : 30 Monday morning, and for other ratings
it expired on board 1 o'clock Sunday morning.
Admiral STANDLET. How many planes would you estimate you
observed in the attack from the time you opened fire until you went
out of the channel and were outside?
Ensign ASHER. I would say about 80 planes, sir; there were a
number of them that were flying very high in groups of five or six.
They were out of range of our AA guns flying from the south, flying
north, and took a course directly [1133] over Ford Island. I
observed about four flights of these planes.
Admiral STANDLET. What height would you estimate they were
flying?
Ensign ASHER. Oh, I am hardly a good judge of height, and my
estimate would not be anything but a guess, but I would say they
were about 15,000 feet or more.
Admiral STANDLET. Did you talk with any air men in regard to the
height of these planes as to what their height was?
Ensign ASHER. No, sir, I have not.
General McCoT. With respect to the height of these planes did
you notice what type planes they were? Do you think they were
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a different type from those that were flying low, or were they simply
plnnes which had gone up after making the attack?
Ensign ASHER. I think they were planes that went up after mak
ing the attack, sir. They looked to he the same kind. I did not bother
to look at them very long hecause I was very busy with other things
at the time, but they looked to be the same type. They did not look
like any large bombers. They were single-engine size.
General McCoy. Were you conscious of recognizing any torpedo
planes?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, sir. I recognized a number of torpedo planes.
They seemed to be the ones that were flying very low and making
deliberate attacks on the battleships. They were flying at a height
of a few hundred feet.
General McCoy. . You spoke of one that was shot.
Ensign ASHER. Yes, they shot the wing off that one.
General McCoy. Was that a torpedo plane?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, sir, that was a torpedo plane.
General McCoY. There has been talk in the newspapers about dive
bombers. Did you see what seemed to be dive bombers, or were they
simply low-flying bombing planes?
Ensign ASHER. I would say they were low-flying planes, [1134]
sir. I did 7iot see any dive-bomber attacks. They all flew very low.
None of them came in from any high altitude at a steep angle to
make an attack. I would say they were all low-flying bombers.
Admiral STANDLEY. You said your ammunition of your* 5-inch
guns was in the magazine. You had ammunition in belts at the ma
chine guns?
Ensign ASHER. Yes. sir.
Admiral STANDLEY. Is that correct?
Ensign ASHER. Yes.
Admiral STANDLEY. What was the state of readiness of your anti
aircraft battery and machine guns?
Ensign ASHER. We had belted ammunition, 960 rounds at each
gun. and the ready boxes were dogged down. That was at the
station.
Admiral STANDLEY. What about the crews for the guns?
Ensign ASHER. We did not have any guns manned. We did not
have any readiness at the guns.
Admiral STANDLEY. Is there any order in regard to having the
crews available to man these guns?
Ensign ASHER. Yes. sir. from the duty section. We have men for
each station from the duty section, and we would still be able to
open fire with all machine guns and two AA guns.
The CHAIRMAN. In other words, in the routine orders the men
who are on leave do not amount to sufficient number to destroy a full
crew for every gun? You keep sufficient for your guns always?
Ensign ASHER. Yes. sir, we do.
The CHAIRMAN. What was the condition of the men on the BLUE
when they got back on Saturday night?
Ensign ASHER. There were several men who, I would say. had been
drinking and still had a hangover, but in the morning of the attack
they all snapped to and very readily and they [1135] all re
marked that thev had never sobered—the few that were under the
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influence of liquor— later said they had never sobered up so fast in
their lives, and one of these same men performed very outstanding
work, us range operator, and Inter worked as range finder operator.
General McCoY. Did your crew click after the first surprise?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, sir, they clicked 100%, and I think we were
one of the first to open fire with the 5-inch battery, I believe, in that
vicinity, and our machine guns opened very promptly, and I still
do not see how they got their ammunition from thi- magazines to the
guns in the fast and swift manner that they did.
We maintained our continuous fire without any interruption ex
cept when the No. 4 ammunition hoist stopped and we failed to get
ammunition up to No. 4 again for a while, but that was very readily
repaired. The fault in that was due to the oil being shut off ^by
mistake.
General McCoy. Will you explain that incident in full, please?
Ensign ASHER. Well, when the ammunition hoist stopped, this
gun captain from No. 1 gun went to No. 4 ammunition handling
room to try to repair the casualty, and they could not get the hoist
started. He got on his knees and started to pray and said, "Oh, Lord !
Oh, Lord ! Make this gun ammunition hoist work just this once." He
was praying with tears coining from his eyes, and this tall colored
fellow who was stationed in the handling room, looked down and said,
"Why, Smith, you got the oil turned off."
He immediately jumped to his feet and said, "It's all right. Lord,
Igot it now." They got the hoist started and got the ammunition up.
After we got out of the channel, there was one thing I left out.
As soon as we cleared the channel I lit off No. 3 [1136'] and
4 boilers so we would have enough steam for maximum speed, and
they kept the four boilers lit until we returned to port on Monday
night.
We took our ammunition and filled up my stateroom plus the com
munication officer's stateroom with star shells. We kept those state
rooms filled. Then we replenished our depth charge racks after we
joined the rest of the force.
We did that while going out at 20 knots, and I think they did very
excellent work, the men taking those depth charges out of the storage
lockers and putting them in the racks at that speed.
General AlcCoY. Were you on the bridge all this time?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, I was on the bridge until I returned to port
Monday night. The control officer remained in control during the
entire period, and the assistant first lieutenant went about the ship
attempting to bolster up the morale of the crew, which I ordered him
to do, and I ordered that the crew be properly fed. We set up three
messes while we were out and fed them regular chow.
General McCov. Did he report favorably about the morale?
Ensign ASHER. He reported favorably about the morale of the
crew, and I think the morale was outstanding.
Soon after that I set Condition 3 watch to maintain readiness at
machine guns and all AA guns plus the torpedo tubes. Then we let
them go below and sleep, but they said they would rather stay at the
guns and be there in case anything happened.
They did sleep at their guns, and there was one man selected to
remain awake at all times so he could wake them up instantly. The
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men preferred to remain at their battle stations until they returned
to port to the regular Condition 3 watch.
General McCoy. Were you fully equipped while you were on the
bridge with weapons, field glasses, and so forth?

[1173} Ensign ASHER. We had field glasses, yes, sir. We did
not have any small arms on the bridge.
General McCoy. What did you do with the field glasses?
Ensign ASHER. Well, I threw the field glasses overside. I do not
know what my motive was. I just was kind of mad.
General McCoY. Did you throw your field glasses at anything?
Ensign ASHER. Well, just in the direction of a diving plane, sir.
It was just a momentary outbreak, I guess, sir.
General McCoY. They were flying very close ?
Ensign ASHER. Yes, they seemed to be coming in between the
WHITNEY and the BLUE, and then headed down the north channel
launching the torpedoes.
General McCoy. Whom was your ship named after ?
Ensign ASHER. After Victor Blue, sir.
General McCoy. Do you know what Admiral Victor Blue did in
the Spanish War?
Ensign ASHER. I do not know exactly, sir. I know be performed
outstandingly in the Spanish-American War, sir.
General McCoy. Yes, he was one of the heroes of that war, and
I hope there will be a similar instance here.
That is all.
Admiral STANDLEY. I have a few questions. I notice that Admiral
Nimitz is trying to get some Naval Crosses for some of the members
of the Navy. Were you included in that? Have you received any
commendation for your work on that day?
Ensign ASJIER. No, sir, thus far I have received no word, sir.
Admiral STANDLEY. That is all.
The CHAIRMAN. We are indebted to you for your testimony, En
sign. Please do not indicate to anyone what has gone on in this room.
Ensign ASHER. No, sir. Thank you, sir.
[1138] General McCoy. I have one or two questions. Wait a
moment.
Were they Naval officers or Reserve officers?
Ensign ASHER. They were Reserve officers, sir. I wish to com
mend them very highly, sir. I did so in my letter to the Commander-
in-Chief on the report of the air raid.
They were Ensign Moldafsky, who is now torpedo officer and com
munications officer while the regular communications officer was in
the hospital. That is

,

lie was formerly communications officer.
There is also Ensign Wolfe, who was assistant gunnery officer who
performed remarkably well and remained in control during the entire
time and solely controlled the battery during the fire; also Officer
Scott, who is a newcomer to the BLUE as my assistant. He was
greatly responsible for keeping up the morale of the men. He circled
around the ship, giving them the glad hand.
That is about all I have to add.
General McCoy. Thank you very much.
Ensign ASHER. Thank you, sir.


