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GUNMEN KILL
IN RAID TO GET
CITY RECORDS

Books Also Sought
by Prosecutor.

————

(Pictures on back page.)

Last Thursday two assistant state's
attorneys applied to Chlef Justice D.
J. Normoyle of the Criminal court for
the pay roll and time sheet records of
the city’s department of public works,
heaced by Commissioner Richard W,
Wolfe. It was announced that State's
Attorney Swanson was about to re-
sume his investigation of ecity hall
pa; rolls, department by department,
in a search for evidence of graft and
pa - roll padding.

Early yesterday morning Thomas
Coughlin, 62 years old, 2133 Grenshaw
street, a night watchman, was shot
and fatally wounded whlile protecting
some of the records sought by the
state’s attorney agalnst a hoodlum
rald. Two gunmen who entered a
garage at 1309 West Harrison street,
where the records were stored, and
demanded the papers at pistol point,
shot the watchman when they thought
he wnas about to frustrate their plans.
Coughlin dled yesterday afternoon at
th~ Mother Cabrinl hespltal.

Links Murder and Inquiry.

Last night Assistant State’s Attor-
ney Harold M. Xeele said he belleved
he had established a link between
the murder of Coughlin and the pay
roll investigation launched by the
state's attorney's office. Three de-
tectives were placed on guard at the
garage after a second ‘mysterioug el-
fdart to obtain possession of the rec-
cords had been made following the
shooting of Coughlin. The detectives
were ordered to let no one hawe the
doclhiments. ) :

The garage where the shootihg oc;
curred is listed under the name of
Charles E. Patterson, 5305 Quincy'
street, whose name has often ap-!
peared in city hall voucher lists as a -
renter of trucks to the city. Patter-
son’s garage had been leased to the
city and fifteen trucks used by the
city were kept there, it was learned.

Prosecutor Starts Inquiry,

When Assistant State’s Attorney
IKeele was notlfied of the shooting of
Coughlin and of the subsequent cffort
to get possession of the records he
started an investigation that led to the
placing of the guard at the garage
and an inspection of the records. Last
night Keele recalled the events that
had preceded the murder. *

1 \We first attempted to get the rec-
ords of the public works department
last Thursday, when we went into
Judge Normoyle's court for a sub-
pena duces tecum,” the prosecutor
saidl ' Assistant Corporation Counsel
James ‘. Breen, representing the
citys, and Commilssioner Wolfe prom-
jsed to produce the records. Mr.
Breen sald no subpana of any kind
\WwaS necessary. .

Tells of Breen's Promise.

weper the state’s attorney’s office
wants.to see the. records,’ Mr. Breen
assured the court, ‘we will be glad
{o produce them and show them to the

prosccu!ors.‘ - .
# judge Normoyle then continued

our request for the subpena until next
Tuesday, and we left it that way, tak-
ipg Mr. Breen at his word. That aft-
ernoon we went to the-city hall to
get the records. They stalled us off;
everybody was ‘out * all the time. 1n
the end we fafled to get the papers we

wanted. ) )
Hear About Garage Records;

«On Saturday we discovered that
certain valuable records were stored
{ni the garage on West Harrison street.
1ye planned then to obtain them an
Monday. The gangsters who killed
Coughlin tried to beat us to it, |

‘uThe tWo men, armed with pistols,
walked into the. garage and pushed
thelr guns into’ Coughlin’s ribs. This
1 the story as he told it before he
died: )

‘s« They. sald, *Stick ’em up!® But
they Immediately added that it was no
ordinary stickup. '\Ve_'re not after
money,’ they sald to Coughlin, ‘ we're
after records’ Then one menaced
Coughlin with his revolver while the
other attacked a desk with a crowbar.

“ They must have had the impres-
sion the records were in the desk., As
a matter of fact they were in a safe
and a filing cabinet in the garage and
still are. About the time they got the
safe epen there Was a honking of au.

(Luntinued on page 3, columa 4
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Gunmen Kill in Raid
to Get Records.

(ContInued from firat page.)

up and tried to open the door. The
hoodlums shot him and ran out..”

Coughlin wnas taken to the Mother
Cabrinl hospital and soon afterward
Scergt. Edward Balata was placed on
guard at the garage at the request of
the ‘siate's attorney's office. In the
afternoon a city pollceman, who did
not glve his name and has nol been
identified, contered the place and de-
manded the records in the name of
Commissloner of Publlc Works Wolfe,
Prosecutor Keele safd.

When Scrgt. Dalata refused to per-
mit tho removal of the papers the
policeman tclephoned to a person who
he sald wrs Commissioner Wolfe and
reported the falluro of his mission,
Balata told Mr. I{celo. Balata said the
unldentificd policeman also called Pat-
terson, but a woman answered the
phone and he falled to reach Patter-
son. The pollceman also called up and
talked with a man named Sullivan,
whom he described as the chief clerk
In Commissioner Wolfe's offlcs, Kecle
was told, ’

Starts Inspection of Records.

Last night tho prosecutor found
Patterson and they went to the ga-
rage. Kecle sald that Patterson told
him that a man named * Burn,”
known to Patterson only as * Wolfe's
‘m:m." had been trying to get in touch
with Patterson throughout the day,
but that they had not met or held any
| conversatlon.

At the request of Keele, Patterson
opened the safe which Coughlin's
slayers had nearly succeeded in loot-
'ing and began looking through the
records that caused the watchman's
"death. The prosecutor sald he found
‘seveml ‘canceled checks which had
been issued to Patterson by the city
and records showling that Patterson
had beéen drawing about $4,000 =«
month from the clity up to Dec. 1.
Filing Cabinet Is Unopened.

- After Inspecting the documents
and books that were in the safe, Keele
turned to the locked f{illng cabinet
which stood in the garage otfice and
which he said he understood contained
Patterson’s personal records. Patter-
son explained that he did not have the
key to the cablpet with him, Kecle
said, and the prosecutor indicated that
he would go over the documents there
this morning after the cabinet is un-
locked.

Keele said Patterson’s records
showed that he has been represented
in legal matters by Attorneys George
E. Gorman and Joseph P. Savage.
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l Killing of Watchman Linked with City Graft Inquiry by Aséistant State’s Attorney-

‘ % R

LINKS WATCHMAN'S MURDER WITH GRAFT
QUIZ. Assistant State’s Attorney Harold M. Keele at desk

in which records wanted for city pay roll investigation were
kept. Thomas Coughlin, watchman, was killed when effort

was made to steal records. (Story on page 1.)

UTRIBUNE Photo.]

WHERE WATCHMAN WAS KILLED WHEN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO STEAL

RECORDS. Garage of Charles Patterson at 1309 West Harrison street, where time sheets

and other city records were kept. Thomas Coughlin was killed defending these records.
(Story on page 1.)
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